Chattahoochee High School - Course Syllabus 2019/2020

Spanish IV Honors – 2019-2020
Sra. Patricia Moriarty, moriartyc@fultonschools.org
Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday morning and by appointment

Texts:  TEXT: DESCUBRE 3 --  
ISBN 9781680047202      

COST: Text: $95   Workbook: $20
Students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy which was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book.


Materials needed:  Each day, in addition to their text books and/or workbooks, students will need to bring a loose-leaf notebook or binder with dividers, sufficient paper, pens and pencils.  Please do not ask the teacher for supplies.  It is highly suggested that students at this advanced level obtain their own Spanish/English dictionary, one with at least 50,000+ words.  These are available at local bookstores as well as online starting at around $7.00.  Some good names are Larousse, Amsco.

Course Description:  This advanced level Spanish course is designed to help students master the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) while learning about the culture of the Spanish speaking world.   Cultural information pertaining to the topics of this course is included where appropriate.  Music and art from Spanish speaking countries are studied and some literature will be introduced.  The topical content provides a springboard for communication practice and the incorporation of the supplemental material. 



Communicative Objectives:

· understand more detailed questions
· give detailed and extended information
· ask others for detailed information
· recount, comprehend, and react to a sequence of events that happened personally or to someone else
· summarize and discuss a movie, TV program, book, etc
· discuss plans for a future event
· discuss plans for a career
· suggest alternatives (send back unacceptable food, change a departure time, etc) rather than accept the option offered
· Influence or encourage someone to do something 
· seek explanations for the unexpected
· give instructions for completing a task

· understand and participate in simple conversations

· use extended vocabulary to express and share emotions 

· create original narrations

· draw conclusions

· discuss issues

· critique literary works appropriate to the level

· compose pattern poetry

The goal of the Fulton County Schools World Languages department is to guide students in their mastery of the national performance standards, adopted by the State of Georgia.  

For Modern Languages, these standards consist of “The 5 Cs”:

Communication – students will engage in conversations, understand and interpret spoken and written language, and present information on a variety of topics.

Culture – Students will learn about target culture products, practices and perspectives.

Connections – Students will connect aspects of their target language learning with information acquired in other subject areas such as math, science, social studies, English and the arts.

Comparisons – Students will demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language and culture, making comparisons between those of the target language and their own.

Communities – Students will find and engage in the target language outside of the school environment and show evidence of building a life-long skill for their own personal enjoyment and enrichment.

Student Expectations

1. Demonstrate RESPECT for yourself, for others and their property, and for our classroom.  

2. Be Positive!  Come with an open mind, ready to learn.

3. Be prepared! Bring your materials to class every day.  You will not be excused from class to retrieve books, notebooks, pencils, etc. once class has started.
4. Please follow teacher instructions the first time they are given.

a. Be on-time, in your seat and ready to work when the tardy bell rings.  

5. Be focused on the class!  Spend class time on activities and tasks related to Spanish 4H.  (Don’t do work for another class, talk out of turn, put your feet up, sleep or otherwise show disrespect to the class or lack of focus on the course.)  

6. Demonstrate integrity of work!  You are expected to “own” your work, which means doing it on your own, to the best of your ability.  The teacher is available for extra help during office hours (see above) so please ask for additional assistance if you feel you need it.  There is no shame in asking for help!

7. No eating or chewing gum.  Speaking a foreign language is difficult enough without gum in your mouth.  You may bring bottled water to class.

8. The teacher dismisses the class, not the bell.

9. Cell phones and pagers are not to be seen during school hours.  These items will be confiscated and a public detention will be given if seen by a teacher or administrator.  A parent will be required to come to school to claim these items and to show proof of purchase.



Grading:  Student progress will be assessed and evaluated in a variety of ways.  I will provide a grade report if needed for something special, such as a scholarship application.  Please do not ask me to print extra grade reports throughout the year, as it takes valuable time away from instruction.

· As mandated by the State of Georgia, students earn numeric grades.  The grading scale is as follows:  A: 90-100, B: 80-89, C: 70-79, F: 0-69.

· Grading Policy:  Students receive a progress report every 6 weeks and a report card at the end of each semester.

GRADING POLICY and SCALE

1:   20%  =  Formative assessments (will include quizzes)  

 2:  30% =   Progress Reporting (will include PBA speaking (recordings) and writing)
 3.  5% =     Homework (will include class work and VHL online assigned exercises)
 4:  25% =   Summative assessments (will include mayor chapter tests and projects)
 7:  20%  =  Final Exam. 

NOTE: assigned written and oral projects will be graded as a test or a quiz grade according to the level of difficulty or length of the given assignment. Students will be notified of what grade category the assignment will be.   
Make-Up Policy:  Absences should be avoided.  Students will be allowed to make up work according to the Fulton County/CHS Make Up Policy. (Please review the details of this policy on your Student Handbook.)  Please note that, according to the policy, “…students who are present for any portion of the school day are expected to turn in all assignments due on that day in order to receive full credit for that assignment.”  IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND OUT WHAT WAS MISSED AND TURN IT IN ON TIME.   If you have TAG or a field trip, you are NOT absent and MUST submit work and be responsible for assignments for the following day.  Assignments will be posted in class for the students to reference.  Late work always receives a reduced grade.  Homework will not be accepted late.  It is the responsibility of the student to complete assignments without reminders from the teacher.
Chattahoochee Honor Code Policy

In an effort to encourage fair assessments and to authenticate learning, the

Chattahoochee faculty supports a strong policy against cheating. Unless directly stipulated

by the teacher, collaboration on class work, assignments, and homework is not acceptable.

Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of

the CHS Honor Code.

Students guilty of cheating will receive a grade of "0" on the assignment or test. The

assignment may not be made up (students who have a “0” are not eligible for recovery).

Additionally, an Honor Code Violation Form will be completed by the teacher and filed with

the administration. Violations may be considered by faculty in making future

recommendations for membership in honor clubs. Students receiving an Honor Code

violation will be assigned to serve two (2) days of Saturday School for the first offense.

Chattahoochee High School Provision for Improving Grades 
1. Students who complete a major assessment but fail to demonstrate mastery as evidenced by a grade below 75% on the major assessment may pursue an improvement opportunity to show proficiency. In the case of an honor code violation on a major assessment, the grade will stand as a zero with no eligibility for recovery on that assignment. What is classified as a major assessment is determined within the content area; consult your course syllabus for details.

2. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities within 5 school days of being informed of the grade on the assessment in class.  Students are allowed one attempt at recovery per major assessment category listed in the course syllabus. All recovery work must be completed 10 days before the end of the semester.

3. The grade on the recovery assignment will replace the original grade if the recovery grade is equal to or below 75%.  If the recovery grade is above 75%, the original grade will be replaced with a 75%.  

Provision for Improving Grades

 1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Plagiarism Statement

Acts of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:

1. use of words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation;

2. use of the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework,

composition, or project);

3. use of excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent or paid

editor.

Cell Phone Use

Given the ever-increasing prevalence and distraction of cell phones, students will not be allowed cell phone use during class unless necessary and specified for an assignment. Each student will have an assigned pocket in a numbered pocket chart, where they will place their cell phones at the beginning of each class period. This is how I will take attendance. . If a student refuses to place his or her phone in the pocket chart, he or she will receive a referral for insubordination. Students will pick up their phones at the end of each class period.
Help Sessions and Make Up Exams:
The teacher is available to help any student!  Office hours (in room E-115) are Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8am. 
Make-ups can be done Tuesday. or Thurs. in the morning and during homeroom if convenient with my schedule. You must be sure to know what you are to make up! 
I look forward to a wonderful and challenging year as your teacher!!!
Please sign below and return to teacher to verify that you have read and understood the syllabus.

SPANISH IV HONORS (2018-2019)

STUDENT NAME:  ______________________________  SIGNATURE: _________________

STUDENT EMAIL ADDRESS (if available): __________________________________________________
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